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Police pelted with bricks   

JUSTIN DAVENPORT  
AND DANNY BRIERLEY

POLICE came under a barrage of   
missiles as they tried to save the life of  
a man who collapsed during the G20 
protests in the City.

The officers were hit by bottles thrown 
from the crowd as they were forced to 
carry the man to a safe location to give 
him mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. An 
ambulance crew then took him to  
hospital, where he died. 

An independent investigation has 
been ordered into the death of  the man 
in his forties, who was found slumped 
in an alley off  Cornhill after suffering 
a suspected heart attack.

Police were today trying to establish 
whether he was taking part in the pro-
test or was an innocent by-stander 
caught up in the trouble.

There were no reports that he was 
injured either by missiles thrown by 
the crowd or by the police. The incident 
has been referred to the Independent 
Police Complaints Commission. 

Fresh trouble flared in the City today 
as 10 people were arrested outside the 
Stock Exchange.

About 300 police sealed off  the area 
outside the Stock Exchange to prevent 
more people joining the protest. They 
said so far they had made 86 arrests 
during the protests, which have seen 

anarchists smashing windows and 
storming an RBS bank branch in 
Threadneedle Street.   

Today police were braced for seven 
separate planned demonstrations, most 
of  them based around the summit meet-
ing at the Excel centre.

Stop the War Coalition, the British 
Muslim Initiative, CND and others said 
they were planning protests in the 

vicinity of  the Docklands centre. Inter-
national groups were also holding 
protests, among them the Free Tibet 
group which was planning to lobby the 
Chinese delegation.

One report has suggested that yester-
day’s action was a “dry run” for today’s 
events. 

A group of  black-clad and masked 
anarchists was at the centre of  yester-

day’s violence. One reporter described 
how he had attended meetings of  the 
Whitechapel Anarchist Group, which 
claimed to be taking orders from Uni-
versity of  East London professor Chris 
Knight. He was at the centre of  organis-
ing much of  yesterday’s protest.

Early today police moved on the last 
of  the Climate Camp demonstrators 
who were  attempting to  block 

Bishopsgate. Officers took three hours 
to remove people who had set up tents 
in the street and were staging a mainly 
peaceful protest.

It had begun in a carnival atmosphere 
with the blocked-in group dancing to a 
team of  drummers. Others danced 
around a couple playing protest songs 
on a guitar and mandolin. 

Many were preparing to spend the 
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City’s fed-up with being 
everyone’s whipping boy 

HOSTING the G20 summit will 
cost Britain’s economy £80 mil-
lion, more than four times the 
Government’s official estimate.

As well as the bills for costs 
such as police overtime, food, 
hotel rooms and goodie bags for 
visiting dignitaries, there will 
also be a big knock-on effect for 
businesses in London, accord-
ing to an economic think tank’s 
calculations.

Foreign office minister and 
G20 special envoy Lord Malloch-
Brown estimated the cost to the 
taxpayer at only £19 million 
insisting it would be “worth it”. 

But Douglas McWilliams, head 
of  the Centre for Economics and 
Business Research, said this 
was a huge underestimate as it 
does not include the impact on 
the private sector.

He said: “First, transport is 
disrupted … we estimate a cost 
is lost productivity from greater 
time spent in transport because 
of  increased security and shut 
roads of  £28.2 million.

“And if  a fifth of  the workers 
in central London have to go 
home an hour early for fear of  
disruption this would cost a fur-
ther £24.4 million.” He added that 
the taxpayer would likely have 
to fork out another £10 million 
for all the months of  preparation 

and concluded: “It is unlikely 
that Londoners and the UK tax-
payer will get away with a bill of  
much less than £80 million.”

Matthew Elliott, chief  execu-
tive of  the TaxPayers’ Alliance, 
said: “An incredible amount of  
taxpayers’ money is being spent 
on Gordon Brown’s political 
posturing. While he is jet-set-
ting around, the rest of  the 
country want genuine help such 
as lower taxes.”

The Government has insisted 
that the gathering has been a 
“budget” summit and Lord Mal-
loch-Brown said: “If  [the sum-
mit] is the signal of  restored 
confidence in the world economy 
it’ll be worth every penny.”

Hosting G20 summit ‘will 
cost taxpayers £80 million’
JONATHAN PRYNN
Consumer Business Editor

THE City has had enough. 
Assaulted by politicians who 
have little clue as to how the 
markets work (and don’t want 
to know), the Square Mile has 
been on the receiving end of  
two days of  mayhem and 
considerable loss of  business.

For many City workers, the 
sight of  police not preventing 
rioters smashing up the 
Threadneedle Street branch of  
Royal Bank of  Scotland and 

daubing the Bank with graffiti 
was infuriating. While nobody 
doubted the bravery of  officers 
there was the feeling too much 
leniency had been shown. 

The City was always likely to 
be targeted but the choice of  
the Excel centre a few miles to 
the east as the summit venue 
has not helped. Quite why the 
G20 leaders were not gathered 
farther afield, such as 
Hampton Court or Windsor 
Castle, is baffling. Did Gordon 
Brown rub the City’s noses in 
it still further by choosing the 
venue for talks on the failure 
of  capitalism smack-bang next 
to its epicentre? That was 
certainly the mood in the 

Square Mile. To then have to 
dress down and scuttle past 
lines of  largely impassive 
police and protesters declaring 
their hatred only added to a 
sense of  alienation. Having to 
board up shops amid a 
recession was also absurd. The 
last thing the capital needed 
was two days of  disruption but 
that’s what Brown gave it. Of  
course, he got his photocalls 
but why was central London 
and the City made to suffer so?

Still, it wasn’t all gloom. City 
traders never miss a chance 
for a wager, so were quick to 
bet on the numbers arrested, 
with Bloomberg quoting a 
spread of  130-140. 
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night and food and drink were tossed 
over police lines. 

Finally officers moved in and were 
pelted with bottles at one point before 
the street was cleared in time for this 
morning’s rush hour.

Some caught up in the trouble accused 
the police of  using unnecessary force.

A 19-year-old student from Brighton, 
who did not want to be named, said: 

“People just wanted to go home but they 
were trapped and then beaten by bully 
boys protected by riot gear. They are 
cowards.”

However, others were allowed to leave 
the area, despite being seen committing 
criminal acts.

City bosses today praised the Met’s 
handling of  the G20 protests yesterday, 
which saw 5,000 people lay siege to the 

Bank of  England, describing it as “a 
tricky job very well done”. Stuart Fra-
ser, chairman of  policy at the City of  
London Corporation, said: “The police 
are managing a very difficult balancing 
act: they need to make sure the demon-
strators can protest peacefully and 
safely, whilst protecting property and 
keeping the City open for business. 
Obviously the operation is ongoing and 

the situation may change, but so far the 
police seem to be handling a tricky job 
very well.”

Commander Simon O’Brien, one of  
the officers in charge of  Operation 
Glencoe, said: “The majority of  protest-
ers wanted to protest lawfully but there 
was a small element who were hell-bent 
on hijacking that protest and hell-bent 
on provoking and attacking the police. 

Small groups were charging forward 
and back into police lines. Clearly it was 
some people trying to find a way to 
ramp up the protests and hijack them 
with violence.”

Police have filmed the violence and 
said those involved could expect “a 
knock on the door” in future. 
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